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revolution—for the ' uplift ' movement is nothing less !—in
viUage life. Better fanning, better homes, better business
is our motto, but how can a smallholder achieve any of
these three ideals if his wife is not joining in as an active
and intelligent partner ?
How often do we address a meeting of men upon some
perfectly obvious reform and curse what we think is their
amazing stupidity because they do not immediately agree
with our simple suggestions ? How can they agree until
they have gone home and talked it over with their wives,
upon whom in nine cases out of ten will fall the brunt of
carrying out the reform we suggest ? Custom and tradition
are in the hands of the women, and until they agree to
changing them the men are helpless. Why should they
allow changes until they are educated to realize the necessity
for them in the changed circumstances of modern life ?
Where does all the school training in hygiene go to ?
Why is it not reflected in cleaner, healthier towns and
villages ? Because in the little actions of daily home life
children copy their mothers and their grandmothers, not
their schoolteachers and scoutmasters ! The most impor-
tant years for training and character-forming are the first
six, and the whole of that time is in the mother's sole
charge.
Why are dirty towns and dirty villages tolerated ?
Why is there no civic sense, no public opinion to insist on
something being done ? Because the women do not know
what can or should be done.
In most of the important things in village life, the women
are as much concerned as the men, if not more so.
Health and housing are obvious. Consider farming.
What is the use of better crops if the housewife does not
know how to make the best use of the increased money

